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Matsu Pilgrimage
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Taoist priests perform a traditional ritual in front of Gongtian Temple on July 13 following the
return of the Matsu statue from a nine-day journey, joined by over 50,000 pilgrims this year.
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Pilgrims and a police officer watch
the preparation of the palanquin
bearing the statue of the goddess
Matsu on the night of July 4 in the
Baishatun Gongtian Temple in Miaoli
County’s Tongsiao Township. The
palanquin left the temple at 2:15am
on July 5 for a nine-day pilgrimage
that would take it to Yunlin County’s
Chaotian Temple and back. This year,
the pilgrimage was postponed due
to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.
Although the government has given
the green light for large gatherings
such as temple festivals, participants
were still advised to wear masks,
and the central section of the temple
was cordoned off, obliging people to
pack into the spaces either side.
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Women rest inside Chaotian
Temple in Yunlin County’s
Beigang Township on July
8. The 2020 Baishtun Matsu
pilgrimage arrived at the
temple, its destination,
earlier that day. This year
the pilgrims had to deal
with the stifling summer
heat, as the event had to
be postponed due to the
pandemic.
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A man and his friends throw jiaobei divination blocks as passersby look on in the main courtyard of
Chaotian Temple in Yunlin County’s Beigang Township on July 8, the day of the arrival of the Baishatun
Matsu. The Matsu pilgrimage was to leave early in the morning of the next day to make the return
journey to the Baishatun Gongtian Temple in Miaoli County’s Tongsiao Township.
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